John Taffin

One of the

hardest to shoot
revolvers is the S&W
J-frame so Bowen
makes it easier with
his Hi-Viz sights.

everal days this past week were
spent on “Holy Ground™ helping
1o put the finishing touches on
the newly opened Elmer Keith
Muscum al the Boise. Idaho Cabelas. It
wits my great privilege to be able w help
place the fircarms and also write the
l.it.:}-.n.'f||'rtu'1r‘i.-1 for each one. | chose the
center for his #55A4 and his 74" Calt
A4 Specials, both custom sixguns built
for Keith in the late 1920s-e: irly 19305
With these sixpuns in my hands once
again [ mary ot the work performed
by such artists as King, Houchins, Sed-
aley and O Meara, all of whom practiced
their craft between the two world wars.
As pood as the men were at what they
did, the best sisgunsmiths whoever lived
are alive and well and worki ing today. 4
the top of the list is Hamilion Howen,

High Artistry In Steel

Hamilton 15 as responsible as
anyone For bringing custom revolvers
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The .50 G.I. 5A is unique
and handy. Grips are
by Larry Caudill.

Stunning is a good
word for Bowen's Ruger

Al Nl K in 500 Linebaugh.
i

creations would be right at home in an
art muscum, Hamilton s ‘Our tocus

contemporary twist, combining modern

materials and engineering with tradi

tional elegance. We offer an extensive

complement of modifications ra !

from the simple to sophisticated thai

will enhance the appearance, perfor-

mance and value of your revoelver.”

Many gunsmiths specialize on such

things as 1911s or really big bore six-

auns. Hamilton covers the pamul from

the 25 Flea up to the 500 Linchaugh.

Whether it's a 5125 action job or o

custom, one-of-a-kind, totally unique  double action revolvers, Colt Single  dovetail front sight on fixed-sighted

S15.,000 sixgun or anything in  Actions and the classic Smith &  revolvers, and has also designed and

between — it's handled with style by Wesson sixguns, He has also brought  supplies heavy-duty adjustable rear

Bowen Classic Arms, buack the very sensible idea of equip-  sights, both target grade and field
Bowen offers unigue services for  ping revolvers with lanvard rings. He  grade, o replace standard Ruger sights.

customizing R - single action and 4 Conttnied o page 105
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SIXGUNNER

Continued from page 45

One of his latest innovations is 4 sel
of high visibility sights for S&W J-
frames. As far as | know, we were the
first team of sixgunner and sixgunsmith
to collaborate on a 41 Special Colt
Single Action Army nearly 20 years
ago. In fact, the Colt he turned into a
custom A1 for me along with a second
Colt Single Action Army fitted with a
custom cylinder and an 8%" barrel in
32-20 were the first Colts he had ever
worked on. They have proven to be
excellent sixguns,

Best Of The Best

In the timeframe between the lwo
world wars the sixguns mostly used for
custom conversions were Colts. both
the Single Action Army and the New
Service, Today sixgunsmiths have
replaced the old Colts with Rugers,
both the single action Blackhawk and
the double action Redhawk. One of the
slickest conversions on a Flut-Top or
Old Model 357 Magnum 15 to turm it
into the first big bore of the 20th cen-
tury, a 44 Special. The 44 special on a
Ruger Three-Screw 357 is just aboul
the finest sixgun Ruger never produced,

Over the past two decades T've com-
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missioned Hamilton to do several .44
Special conversions, as well as one in 41
Special on Three Screw Ruger Black-
hawks. The latest 44 Special. pictured
exquisitely by Ichi, is not mine (sigh) but
ruther belongs to a customer of BCA
who graciously allowed me 1o shoot it
first. As one who has been on a lifelong
quest for the Perfect Packin® Pistol, 1 can
say flat-out this relatively compact, six-
shot 44 Special need take a backseat (o
no other PPP. All of Hamilton sixguns
are high art and this one may very well
be the highest of the high, with the
emphasis definitely on Perfect.

Bowen's mild .50 is
one | would certainly
lahel as Way Cool.

Starting with an Old Model Ruger
357 Blackhawk, Bowen goes all-oul
on this one. The cylinder is re-cham-
bered 1w 44 Special, o new 44 barrel is
fitted, the action is woed and tightened
with absolutely no play in the cylinder,
ill metal parts are highly polished with
the frame and hammer being case hard-
ened and the balance blued. Sights arc
all Bowen with one of his adjustable

rear sights mated up with his front sight
O i TRmp.

The final touch s the fitting of a
Power Custom steel grip frame. This
allows the fitting of Colt-style one-
piece grips which in this case are fancy
walnut expertly crafted by the master
gripmaker, Roy Fishpaw. This little
sixpun shot well with every load tried
including my handload of Lyman Keith
bullet #420421, over 7.5 grs. of Power
Pistol clocking out at 875 fps and
grouping five shots in 17 at 20 yards.
This is the real beauty of a custom 44
Special such as this one — accuracy
combined with gentleness.

Coolest Of The Cool

While 1 dub greal sixguns as candi-
dates for Perfect Puckin® Pistols, my
friend, fellow Shootist, and creator of
the Ashley Sight System, Ashley
Emerson, uses "Cool” and “Way Cool”
in describing sixguns. Ashley regularly
shoots a Bowen five-shot .500
Linebaugh on a 4" Ruger Redhawk
with full power loads, He can handle it,
Ican't. It is a wild S50 to be sure, how-
cver Bowen's mild 50 is one T would
certainly label as Way Cool,

The advent of the Colt SAA-sized
New Vaguero from Ruger opens many
new possibilities for custom sixguns.
Hamilton does a 4" lightweight con-
version (o the .50 Gl (Guncrafter

A SAFARILAND CONCEALED
HOLSTER IS WELL
WITHIN YOUR REACH.

You can get the legendary Safariland quality and
engineering —including genuine Safari-Laminate”,
protective suede lining, and the proprietary ALS™

Automatic Locking System—at a price that will
surprise you. So why settle for anything less?
Available in belt slide and paddie

safariland.com

(800) 3471200

holsters.com
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Industries) using a five-shot line-
bored cylinder, Bisley hammer, Colt
Sheriff's Model style front sight on a
dovetail, scalloped receiver and
lpading zate 1o reduce weight. [t fea-
turés Doug Turnbull case hardening

on frame and hammer, and tops off

the whole package with beautifully
crafted fanecy walnut stocks 1“.
another high guality custom grip-
maker, Larry Caudill. Another nice
touch is the Colt-style “three screws”™
on the left side of the frame. You'd
expect such a small sixgun to exhibit
heavy felt recoil with 300 gr. bullets
at 900 fps. Instead, its very casy lo
shoot and groups four shots inte 14"
at 20 yards,

.44 Way Cool

Another Way Cool five-shot big
bore sixgun on the Ruger Vaguero hy
Bowen s the 44 Magnum, Starting
with a stainless-steel New Vaguero,
Hamilton tunes and tightens the action,
instal's a new barrel and line-bored
custom cylinder which fully hlls in the
frame window, places the “three
screws” on the left side of the frame,
serrates the front sight blade to reduce
glare, and installs a locking hase pin,
The sume basic conversion is also
available in a five-shot 45 Colt.

l fqmnd tl'l.l.\. |'|l[1|,' sixgun '.|||1In\[

5 GOLO SEF
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addictive and spemt quite a bit of time
shooting five 44 Special and eight 44
Magnum loads through it. With its all
stee] construction and checkered fac-
tory rubber stocks it was much easier
contral than expected. My handload
consisting of the Cast Performance
Bullet Co.'s 255 gr. bullet over 185
grs, of #2400 in Starline .44 Magnum
brass clocks out at 1300 fps and places
four shots in /8" at 20 yards. Call it a
Perfect Packin® Pistol or Way Cool, this
i5 one line sixgun,

Biggest Of The Big

It wasn't too Jong ago when 45 was
as large as it gets when it comes (o six-
guns, however we now have access to
six S0 caliber versions. The lineup is
the 50 AE, .50 GlI, 500 Lincbaugh,
500 Wyoming Express, S00 Max-
imum, and 500 S&W. The latter two
S0s require large, heavy sixguns, while
the first two are great choices for light-
weight easy packin’ sixguns. The 500
Linebaugh and 500 Wyoming Express
fit right in between, making them per-
feet for standard sized sixguns.

Hamilton builds five-shot versions
of the 300 Linebaugh on both the
Ruger Redhawk and Bisley Model and
sent along versions of both for testing
and showcasing for our readers. The
Redhawk 500 features a full-sized

five-shot cylinder, line-bored, and
tightly fitted with no end play or side-
to-side movement, A custom L-frame
style heavy ribbed barrel with an inte-
gral compensator and very easy to see
sights consisting of a Bowen heavy-
duty Rough Country white outline
adjustable rear sight matched up with
a shanted black post front sight with a
white bar inlaid in the Tace of the
sight. round it out. The front sight is
on i hase and is of the interchangeable
variety allowing the full range of dil-
ferent front sights.

The Bisley Model SO0 features all the
same attention o detail and sights as the
Ruger Redhawk. Instead of stinless, it's
blued with case hardened hammer and
frame and htted with an oversized base
pin. The ¢rowning touch is the custom
barrel, which is octagonal instead of
round. Octagonal barrels matched up
with the flat top of the Ruger mainframe
are especially anractive, Hamilton offers
these barrels on several conversions in
either 54" or 74" length. This linle big,
or big little sixgun is especially difficult
for me to send back. Fortunately, or
unfortunately, Hamilton trusts me to do
‘juast that very thing.,

Both S0 sixguns were test-fired with
Grizzly Ammunition’s 410 gr. plain-
based LIFN bullet rated at 4060 fps. This is
not what you would call & hot load, bot

FAST.
SECURE
SIMPLE

NOW AVAILABLE

THE BLACKHAWK!™

TACTICAL SERPA

DROP LEG HOLSTER
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